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Arama3ans living along the Elamite and Babylo
nian borders. These were speedily conquered.
The Gambuli and the Aramaean tribes of Ru'a,
Khindaru, Yatburu, and Puqudu were organized
into a new Assyrian province, with Dur-Nabu,
formerly known as Dur Atkhara, one of Merodach-
baladan's fortresses, as capital1 This successful
movement cut off Merodach-baladan from his
former allies in Elarn. When the Assyrians
crossed the Euphrates and captured the small
Babylonian state of Bit-Dakkuri, Merodach-bala-
dan did not venture upon a fight, but fled into
Yatburu, whence he could communicate with the
king of Elara. But Shutur-nakhundi/ who now
ruled in Elam in the room of Khumbanigash, was
not eager to help Merodach-baladan, and, though
he prudently accepted the gifts which had been
sent to him, offered no help of any kind.3 The
Aramaeans could not help him while an Assyrian
arniy held them in helpless subjection, and the
Elamites would not. Merodach-baladan was power-
less with his small army to meet Sargon's seasoned
veterans. He therefore fled southward into his
old homeland and fortified himself in Iqbi-Bel,
where he spent the winter, which had now begun.'
The Babylonians, relieved of their oppressor, hailed
Sargon as a deliverer. They organized a religious

1 Annals, lines 264-271 and 271-2'7'7.

4 So tho Assyrians write the name, winch in Elmaite is Shutruk-nak-
hunta.

8 Annals, lines 289-294.
* Annals, lines 294-296.